
 
   

 
 
 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF SCSDB 
MINUTES OF MEETING 

October 3, 2017 
 
The regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners was held on Tuesday, October 3, 2017, at 
12:30 p.m. in the BB&T Board Room in Walker Hall on the SCSDB campus, Spartanburg, South 
Carolina.  Chairman Dobson called the meeting to order and stated that proper notification of the 
meeting had been made according to the requirements of the Freedom of Information Act.  He 
welcomed everyone to the meeting and asked, SCSDB staff, and guests in attendance to introduce 
themselves. 
 
  MEMBERS PRESENT 
  Robert A. Dobson III, Chairman 
  Phyllis H. Alexander 
  Edward B. Bible 
  W. Scott Brawley, Vice Chairman  
  Cynthia S. Holland 
  John Payne, Ex-officio 
  Stephen R. Ross 
  Linda C. Sellars 
   
  MEMBERS ABSENT  
  Tara P. Carroll, Ex-officio 
  David J. Gundling 
  Robert H. Morrow 
 
   
 
 

  STAFF IN ATTENDANCE  
 Dr. Page McCraw, President 
   Ann Akerman 
   Monique Callaham 
   Linda Coon 
   Scott Falcone 
   Mary Hayes 
   Sara Kollock 
   Jolene Madison 
   Scott Ramsey 
   John Reynolds 
   Katie Rice 
   Ben Riddle 
   Trad Robinson 
       
   GUESTS IN ATTENDANCE 
   Kristin Barber 
   Julie Bible 
   Lynne Burton 
    
   

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Following Chairman Dobson’s request for comments regarding the minutes of the April 21, 2017 
Board Meeting (see attachment #1 to the October 3, 2017 agenda), Mr. Brawley made a 
recommendation that the wording of the last sentence under the Date/Time/Place for Future 
Meetings heading on Page 3 be amended to read, “After a brief discussion, a motion was made by 
Mr. Gundling, seconded by Mr. Morrow and unanimously approved to hold the September and 
February meetings in Columbia at the Outreach Center and the December and May meetings in 
Spartanburg at the SCSDB campus.” A motion was made by Mr. Brawley, seconded by Mr. Bible, 
and unanimously passed that the minutes of the April 21, 2017 Board Meeting be approved as 
submitted with the recommended edits. 
 
 
 
 
PRESIDENTS REPORT 

Attachment #1 
December 11, 2017 
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Dr. McCraw opened her report with sharing the results from recent audits that took place at 
SCSDB. The Human Resources Department received a “Full Compliance” report from an audit that 
covered July 1, 2015 - June 30, 2016.  Additionally, an Agricultural Audit from the Department of 
Education and Clemson University was conducted that showed SCSDB to be in “Full Compliance.” 
Dr. McCraw mentioned a Finance Audit which was conducted that indicated the agency to be in 
good shape. Dr. McCraw reported changes from the USDA/School Program and informed the 
Board that more information would follow. She updated the Board on the current Capital Projects 
and informed them of the move of the Applied Academics Center to one building as they wait for 
approval for the second building. Dr. McCraw also informed the Board that she testified before the 
State Special Committee for Finance. Lastly, she acknowledged Lynne Burton, Chairperson for the 
SCSDB Foundation Board of Trustees, and Ann Akerman thanking them for the Foundation’s 
support of SCSDB.  
 
FINANCIAL REPORT 
Mr. Riddle reviewed the financial information that had been mailed to the Board prior to the 
meeting (see attachment #2 to the October 3, 2017 agenda). He elaborated specifically on the 
Statement of Net Assets and the Statement of Revenue and Expenses, as well as answered questions 
from the Board regarding carry over amounts. In addition, Vice Chairman Brawley discussed with 
Mr. Riddle that the current report reflects year to date amounts and that often times, revenues come 
in at specific times during the year and expenses are paid other than monthly.  Vice Chairman 
Brawley shared that it would be helpful for the board if anticipated revenues and expenses for the 
year could also be included in the financial report.  
 
BOARD POLICY 
The following proposed revised SCSDB policies (see attachment #3 to the October 3, 2017 agenda) 
were reviewed with the Board by Linda Coon: 
 
Section J: Students 
 
After discussion, a motion was made by Mrs. Holland, seconded by Mr. Brawley, and unanimously 
passed that the above policies as a whole be accepted as amended with the proposed revisions. 
 
LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
Mr. Ramsey informed the board that SCSDB was currently in the process of preparing for the 2018-
2019 budget cycle to begin on October 19th.  Additionally, Mr. Ramsey expanded on Dr. McCraw’s 
earlier mention of the report she gave to the State Special  Committee for Finance and relayed to the 
Board the importance of her being asked to testify which was a result of her vast knowledge of 
special schools.  
 
THE SCSDB FOUNDATION UPDATE 
Ms. Akerman updated the board on the work of the SCSDB Foundation on behalf of the agency.  
Ms. Akerman announced the official name change of The Walker Foundation to The South 
Carolina School for the Deaf and the Blind Foundation. She thanked those Board members who 
attended the ribbon cutting for the Blind School playground held prior to the board meeting. Ms. 
Akerman reminded the board of the 8th Annual Chili Cook-off to take place in January that would 
be co-sponsored by JM Smith Corporation and the Greenville Hospital System, that serves as one of 
the biggest fundraising events held by The SCSDB Foundation, as well as the upcoming Lion’s 
Club Holiday Party that would benefit the students. In closing, Ms. Akerman assured the board that 
she is continuing to travel across the state to search for ways to generate funds from different 
avenues. 
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ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
Chairman Dobson turned the meeting over to Dr. McCraw. She advised of the need to elect three 
(3) officers: Chairman, Vice Chairman, and Secretary.  
 
A motion was made by Mrs. Holland, seconded by Mr. Bible and unanimously passed that the 
current slate of officers would be reelected for the 2017-2018 term.  
 
Dr. McCraw congratulated the appointed officers and turned the meeting back over to Chairman 
Dobson.  
 
BOARD HANDBOOK AND TRAINING 
Mr. Ramsey presented the 2017-2018 SCSDB Board of Commissioners and provided the annual 
training review. He reminded the board that SCSDB works with the SC School Board Association 
for their policy updates and can be accessed online.  Additionally, Mr. Ramsey made the board 
aware of the full list of acronyms included in the board handbook as well as a laminated quick sheet 
of acronyms for their use.  
 
UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS 
Ms. Rice reminded the Board that the Master Calendar that includes all special events is posted on 
the SCSDB website. She called attention to several upcoming events that may be of particular 
interest to the Board, including the Spartanburg Mayors Committee Walk n’ Roll on October 12th to 
be held in Downtown Spartanburg at Morgan Square and the Deaf and Hard of Hearing Summit on 
October 27th to be held in Columbia.    
 
DATE/TIME/PLACE FOR FUTURE MEETINGS 
Future meetings of the Board were scheduled as follows: 

• December 11, 2017………………SCSDB Campus 
• February 20, 2018………………..Columbia Outreach Center 
• May 1, 2018……………………...Columbia Outreach Center 

 
Chairman Dobson informed the board that the consideration for the location and time of future 
meetings would need to be decided on. Mr. Brawley suggested moving the December meeting to a 
date that would allow the board to participate in a SCSDB foundation event the same day. After a 
brief discussion, a decision was made to work to move the date of the December meeting to 
coincide with the Lion’s Club Holiday event to be held on December 11th in Spartanburg at the 
SCSDB campus. The time would be determined at a later date.  Additionally, the Board agreed to 
hold the February and May meetings in Columbia at the SCSDB Outreach Center.  
 
MEETING ADJOURNED AT 1:45 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
       
      Robert A. Dobson, III, Chairman 
 
      
      Phyllis H. Alexander, Secretary 


